
SHORT CUTS

“Who could have imagined that Little Shop 
of Horrors, the 1960 comic horror film shot 
by Roger Corman in two days’ time, would 
continue to grow bigger, mightier and more 
formidable, much like the man-eating plant 
that is its unsung star? From Mr. Corman’s 
charming throwaway film to the Off Broad-
way stage success, ‘’Little Shop of Horrors’’ 
has evolved into a full-blown movie musical, 
and quite a winning one. As directed by the 
Muppet master Frank Oz, this large-scale 
new film version has just the right mixture of 
playfulness, tunefulness and blood lust. Never 
has any screen killer done his job as innocent-
ly as Seymour Krelborn (Rick Moranis), the 
florist’s assistant who tries so hard to accom-
modate the large, potted creature living in the 
basement of his ‘’God- and customer-forsak-
en’’ shop that he cannot help thinking of pass-
ers-by as plant food. Little Shop of Horrors, 
which opens today at the Criterion Center 

and other theaters, isn’t uniformly entertain-
ing, nor is its score always entirely audible; 
the musical dubbing is at times very awkward. 
But its best moments are delightful enough to 
make the slow stretches unimportant...It’s not 
hard to understand this good-natured materi-
al’s durability, or why Mr. Oz has been able to 
give it such a satisfactory new spin.”
— Janet Maslin (The New York Times, 1986)

“In the basement of Mushnik’s Skid Row 
florist’s, weedy shop-boy Seymour pines 
for bubbly-blonde shop-girl Audrey. But 
the basement is also home to a strange and 
unusual plant, a growing, bloodthirsty demon 
determined to devour mankind. It’s hard to 
pinpoint just what makes this surreal saga 
such a delight. There’s the music, a wonder-
ful doowop score from the off-Broadway hit 
based on Corman’s 1960 cult classic. There’s 
the antics of Second City veteran comedi-
ans (Murray, Candy, Belushi). There’s Steve 
Martin as ‘The Dentist’, Audrey’s biker-boy-
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friend, a happy-go-lucky sadist who nearly 
steals the show. And finally there’s the plant, 
a 50-ft jiving, root-stomping, vegetable from 
whose 49-ft lips comes the voice of Levi 
Stubbs of the Four Tops. Though Frank Oz 
will be damned for changing the play’s original 
ending - let them eat carrots - this wild and 
witty musical is great fun.”
— Geoff Andrew (Time Out, 2006)
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“One of the more delightful aspects of 
Little Shop of Horrors is how well it blends 
tragic characters and bloody murder with 
a genuine, heartfelt romance—an unlikely 
balance facilitated by Oz’s direction, as well 
as Menken and Ashman’s stage musical. The 
endearing characters and songs overcome 
the story’s grimmer details, so it never feels 
heavy in spite of its subject matter. Never-
mind the comically transgressive details of 
Audrey’s abuse at the hand of a power-mad 
and perverse dentist; Seymour’s willingness to 
murder, however weak-willed his attempt; and 
the sexual current pulsing through the entire 
story, from Audrey’s past to Audrey II’s vari-
ous come-ons. It’s seedier details—such as the 
somehow yet-unmentioned appearance by 
Bill Murray as a sadomasochist who unnerves 
even Scrivello with his erotic joy for pain—
oddly enhance the innumerable charms of 
these characters. The memorable songbook, 
too, furthers the audience’s desire to revisit 
the 1986 film again and again. Indeed, Little 
Shop of Horrors is a cabinet of curiosities, its 
shelves filled to the brim with influences and 
the potential for varied readings, whether 
they dismantle the film through its uses of 
race or embolden its structure as a Greek 
tragedy. But the film’s intertextuality remains 
secondary to its humanity, the intimacy of 

its musical numbers, and its million other 
delights that demand to be cherished.”
— Brian Eggert (Deep Focus Review, 2020)

CAST & CREW

Director ............................................... Frank Oz
Screenplay .................................Howard Ashman
Musical ....................................Howard Ashman
1960 Film ...............................Roger Corman & 
 Charles B. Griffith

Levi Stubbs .......................................... Audrey II
Rick Moranis ........................Seymour Krelborn
Ellen Greene ...........................................Audrey
Vincent Gardenia .................................Mushnik
Steve Martin ...................Orin Scrivello D.D.S.
Tichina Arnold .........................................Crystal
Michelle Weeks .................................... Ronette
Tisha Campbell ...................................... Chiffon
Jim Belushi ................................. Patrick Martin
John Candy .............................. Wink Wilkinson
Christopher Guest ............The First Customer
Bill Murray ................................ Arthur Denton
Stan Jones ............................................ Narrator

DIRECTOR FILMOGRAPHY

• Death at a Funeral (2007)
• The Stepford Wives (2004)
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IN THE HEAT OF THE 
NIGHT [1967]

Sat, April 9th, 2022 | 1:00pm

EDGE OF THE CITY [1957]
Sat, April 23rd, 2022 | 1:00pm

THE DEFIANT ONES [1958]
Sat, May 7th, 2022 | 1:00pm

GUESS WHO’S COMING 
TO DINNER [1967]

Sat, May 21st, 2022 | 1:00pm

A RAISIN IN THE SUN [1961]
Sat, June 4th, 2022 | 1:00pm

• The Score (2001)
• Bowfinger (1999)
• In & Out (1997)
• The Indian in the Cupboard (1995)
• Housesitter (1992)
• What About Bob? (1991)
• Dirty Rotten Scoundrels (1988)
• Little Shop of Horrors (1986)
• The Muppets Take Manhattan (1984)
• The Dark Crystal (1982)
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