
SHORT CUTS

“The hot surge of racial hate and predju-
dice that is so evident and critical now in so 
many places in this country, not alone in 
the traditional area of the Deep South, is 
fictionally isolated in an ugly little Mississippi 
town in the new film, In The Heat of the Night, 
which opened at the Capital and the 86th 
Street East yesterday. Here the corrosive-
ness of prejudice is manifested by a clutch of 
town police and a few weaseling nabobs and 
red-necks toward a Negro detective from 
the North who happens to be picked up as a 
suspect in a white man’s murder while he is 
passing through town. But the surge of this 
evil is feelingis also manifested by the Negro 
himself after he has been cleared of suspicion 
and ruefully recruited to help solve the crime. 
And in this juxtaposition of resentments be-
tween whites and blacks is vividly and force-

fully illustrated one of the awful dilemmas of 
our times.”
— Bosley Crowther, The New York Times 
[1967]

“This is an uncommonly alive little thriller, 
knowing just what it wants to do and doing it 
well; and any qualms one may have after the 
negro is arrested that is going to be another of 
those cinematic sorties into the Deep South 
are soon dispelled...Jewiston is much helped 
by Haskell Wexler’s hard, sharp lighting and 
imagitive framing, in all the night scenes, 
and in one superbly constructed daylight 
sequence in which a suspect plunges through 
a golden autumn wood, dogs at his heels, and 
out on to a bridge, and the camera pulls back 
to watch him stagger across, then moves away 
to take in the police chief calmly waiting in 
his car to cut him off. Wexler’s camerawork 
frequently gives an extra dimension to the 
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ambivalence of the main theme, the way each 
man warily plays off the other. When the 
negro finally boards the train and the police 
chief hands him his suitcase, the two men 
know little more about each other and each 
other’s prejudices.”
— David Wilson, Sight & Sound [1967]

“In the Heat of the Night’s social commentary 
is knotted into its generic outline, but exists 
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mostly in the figure of Poitier as Tibbs. His is 
a physical presence that both commands and 
demands respect. ‘They call me Mr Tibbs,’ he 
booms, when the dehumanising slurs of ‘boy’ 
and ‘nigger’ become too much. In that final 
handshake between Tibbs and Gillespie, as 
the chief sees him off, at last, for his train to 
Memphis, there is something more than the 
resolution of two different men who have, in 
the end, learnt something from each other. It’s 
a simple gesture, black skin on white, cement-
ing the status of Poitier’s touch as one that 
transfers dignity to others, onscreen and off.”
— Joanna Di Mattia, Senses of Cinema [2017]

CAST & CREW

Director ...................................Norman Jewison
Screenplay ................................ Stirling Silliphant
Novel.....................................................John Ball

Sidney Poitier ..........................Det. Virgil Tibbs
Rod Steiger ......................... Chief Bill Gillespie
Warren Oates .....................Officer Sam Wood
Lee Grant ...................................... Mrs. Colbert
Larry Gates .................................. Eric Endicott
James Patterson ................................Mr. Purdy
William Schallert .................... Mayor Schubert
Beah Richards ..............................Mama Caleba
Peter Whitney ....................................Courtney

Kermit Murdock .............................. Henderson
Larry D. Mann ...................................... Watkins
Matt Clark.................................Packy Harrison
Arthur Malet .............................................. Ulam
Fred Stewart ......................................Dr. Stuart
Quentin Dean .............................Delores Purdy
Scott Wilson ............................. Harvey Oberst
Timothy Scott .......................................Shagbag
William Watson ...................................... McNeil
Eldon Quick .......................Charles Hawthorne
Stuart Nisbet .............................................Shuie

DIRECTOR FILMOGRAPHY

• The Statement (2003)
• Dinner With Friends (2001)
• The Hurricane (1999)
• Bogus (1996)
• Only You (1994)
• Other People’s Money (1991)
• In Country (1989)
• Moonstruck (1987)
• Agnes Of God (1985)
• A Soldier’s Story (1984)
• Best Friends (1982)
• … And Justice For All (1979)
• F.I.S.T. (1978)
• Rollerball (1975)
• Jesus Christ Superstar (1973)
• Fiddler on the Roof (1971)
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UPCOMING SCHEDULE:

EDGE OF THE CITY [1957]
Sat, April 23rd, 2022 | 1:00pm

THE DEFIANT ONES [1958]
Sat, May 7th, 2022 | 1:00pm

GUESS WHO’S COMING 
TO DINNER [1967]

Sat, May 21st, 2022 | 1:00pm

A RAISIN IN THE SUN [1961]
Sat, June 4th, 2022 | 1:00pm

LILIES OF THE FIELD [1963]
Sat, June 18th, 2022 | 1:00pm

• Gaily, Gaily (1969)
• The Thomas Crown Affair (1968)
• In the Heat of the Night (1967)
•  The Russians Are Coming The Russians Are 

Coming (1966)
• The Cincinnati Kid (1965)
• The Art of Love (1965)
• Send Me No Flowers (1964)
• Forty Pounds of Trouble (1963)
• The Thrill of It All (1963)
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