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“[Lorraine] Hansberry’s 1959 play A Raisin 
in the Sun and its 1961 film adaptation (for 
which she also wrote the screenplay) simi-
larly highlight various strategies of African 
American resistance. Simultaneously fighting 
overlapping systemic oppressions, the mem-
bers of the Younger family refuse to defer 
their dreams (to reference the same Langston 
Hughes poem from which the play and film 
take their title), instead affirming their belief 
in themselves and one another through mo-
ments of shared joy, connection, and nurtur-
ing. The film version was the second theatrical 
feature by director Daniel Petrie, a veteran of 
filmed television plays who treats the material 
with respectful restraint. Focusing on how 
the members of one black family living on 
the South Side of Chicago after World War 
II respond to receiving a ten-thousand-dollar 

life-insurance check after the death of their 
patriarch, A Raisin in the Sun engages with 
many issues that remain salient for African 
American people nearly two decades into 
the twenty-first century. Hansberry draws 
attention to gender, class, and generational 
tensions within black communities, rela-
tionships between African Americans and 
Africans in America, competing definitions of 
progress and success, and the ways in which 
structural racism affects the everyday lives of 
black people.”
– Sarita Cannon, Current [2018]

“First things first, Sidney Poitier is one of the 
true artists of our time. Repeating the role he 
played on the stage in the film version of A 
Raisin in the Sun, Poitier gives a thrilling per-
formance, expressing every emotion known 
to mankind, as the self-pitying, embittered 
Walter Lee Younger of Lorraine Hansberry’s 
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story of a Negro family of the Chicago slums 
... A Raisin in the Sun, on Broadway for 15 
months, won the Drama Critics’ award for the 
best play of 1959. The film version, virtually 
the play transferred to the screen with the 
same actors, is as emotionally stirring as the 
play. As for prizes this picture could receive, I 
cannot begin to predict how many it will rack 
up here and abroad.”
– Wanda Hale, The New York Times [1961]

Cultivate Cinema Circle presents:

A RAISIN IN THE SUN [1961]
Directed by Daniel Petrie

JUNE 4th, 2022 - 1:00pm



“I will always remember seeing Sidney in A 
Raisin in the Sun. It says a great deal about 
Sidney, and it also says, negatively, a great 
deal about the regime under which Ameri-
can artists work, that that play would almost 
certainly never have been done if Sidney 
had not agreed to appear in it. Sidney has a 
fantastic presence on the stage, a danger-
ous electricity that is rare indeed and lights 
up everything for miles around. It was a 
tremendous thing to watch and to be made 
a part of. And one of the things that made it 
so tremendous was the audience. Not since 
I was a kid in Harlem, in the days of the 
Lafayette Theatre, had I seen so many black 
people in the theater. And they were there 
because the life on that stage said some-
thing to them concerning their own lives. 
The communion between the actors and the 
audience was a real thing; they nourished 
and recreated each other. This hardly ever 
happens in the American theater. And this is 
a much more sinister fact than we would like 
to think. For one thing, the reaction of that 
audience to Sidney and to that play says a 
great deal about the continuing and accu-
mulating despair of the black people in this 
country, who find nowhere any faint reflec-
tion of the lives they actually lead. And it is 
for this reason that every Negro celebrity is 

regarded with some distrust by black people, 
who have every reason in the world to feel 
themselves abandoned.”
– James Baldwin, Look [1968]

CAST & CREW

Director .........................................Daniel Petrie
Screenplay ............................Lorraine Hansberry
Play ........................................Lorraine Hansberry

Sidney Poitier ....................Walter Lee Younger
Claudia McNeil ............................ Lena Younger
Ruby Dee .....................................Ruth Younger
Diana Sands .........................Beneatha Younger
Ivan Dixon ................................................ Asagai
John Fiedler ................................. Mark Lindner
Louis Gossett Jr. ................. George Murchison
Steven Perry ...............................Travis Younger
Joel Fluellen ............................................... Bobo
Louis Terrel ............................................ Herman
Roy Glenn ......................................Willie Harris

DIRECTOR FILMOGRAPHY

• Inherit the Wind (1999)
• Lassie (1994)
• My Name Is Bill W. (1989)
• Cocoon: the Return (1988)
• Rocket Gibraltar (1988)
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• Square Dance (1987)
• Six Pack (1982)
• Fort Apache, The Bronx (1981)
• Resurrection (1980)
• The Betsy (1978)
• Lifeguard (1976)
• The Neptune Factor (1973)
• Buster and Billie (1973)
• Moon Of The Wolf (1972)
• A Howling in the Woods (1971)
• The Stolen Hours (1963)
• A Raisin in the Sun (1961)

Please support us on 
@cultivatecinemacircle


