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“Ridley Scott’s improbably charming and 
engrossing The Martian, with Matt Damon 
in the title role, could have been called The 
American. The director told The Los Angeles 
Times last month: ‘In a funny kind of way, 
Matt is almost the perfect representative 
of the American. He’s fair, he’s sweet, he’s 
firm, he’s intelligent, and he’s a very can-
do kind of guy.’ This Yankee Doodle Dandy 
decency permeates Damon’s characterization 
of Mark Watney, a botanist in a six-person 
NASA space crew who’s been taking soil 
samples on Mars. Wounded during a sand-
storm, left for dead by his crewmates, he 
gamely performs his own emergency surgery 
and then sets smartly about creating a new 
food supply. Nothing comes too easily. Even 
generating water causes fiery blowback (he 
does it by burning the chemical compound 
hydrazine). Whenever a setback knocks his 
chin to the ground, Mark picks himself up, 
brushes himself off, and starts all over again. 
William Dean Howells once quipped: ‘What 

the American public wants is a tragedy with 
a happy ending.’ The Martian is like an upbeat 
rendering of the Myth of Sisyphus. Even its 
repetitions are surprising, because you don’t 
expect a mainstream adventure movie to 
admit so many complications. This film rouses 
cheers because its hopefulness is earned. The 
Martian doesn’t contain a single up-with-peo-
ple bromide, and it never sacrifices tension for 
jokes or sentimental gestures. Mark’s refusal 
to surrender in the fight to survive only adds 
to the suspense. Will he beat the odds or be a 
noble, mortal failure?”
– Michael Sragow, Film Comment [2015]

“Humans have long since been fascinated 
with space. There is a deep desire to discover 
what has previously been unknown, and a 
deep longing to connect with what has pre-
viously been untouched. Though brave men 
and women have ventured out into our vast 
universe, we still know very little. Instead, we 
are left to speculate about what we believe 
might be true. Ridley Scott’s The Martian 
marks the third major ‘space film’ to come 
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out of Hollywood in the past three years, 
following 2013’s Gravity and 2014’s Interstel-
lar which were both extremely successful...
The Martian is truly a psychological ride. While 
Watney deals with his own trauma, his crew 
struggles to come to terms with the fact that 
they’ve essentially left him for dead. Mean-
while Kapoor is wrestling with his own turmoil. 
Ejiofor is really able to capture Kapoor’s fears 
and indecisiveness via his facial expressions. 
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So often as human beings, we try and do the 
‘right’ thing, but the ‘right’ thing isn’t always 
the best thing.  This can be especially difficult 
when there are so many voices and opinions 
to consider. Working with an ensemble cast 
of extremely powerful actors can be tricky, 
but Ridley Scott really hit a sweet spot here, 
achieving appropriate equilibrium. The film 
works well because it’s able to toggle effort-
lessly between earth and what lies beyond. 
The audience is always aware of Watney’s 
plight but Scott also gives us a real glimpse 
into the interworkings of a colossal organiza-
tion like NASA. The Martian is a film about 
human error, the will to survive, and the 
responsibility that we have as human beings, 
not just to the work that we dedicate our lives 
to, but to one another as people.”
– Aramide Tinubu, Shadow and Act [2015]

CAST & CREW

Director ..........................................Ridley Scott
Screenplay ....................................Drew Goddard 
Novel ....................................................Andy Weir

Matt Damon ................................Mark Watney
Jessica Chastain ........................... Melissa Lewis
Kristen Wiig ............................ Annie Montrose
Jeff Daniels .................................Teddy Sanders
Michael Peña .............................. Rick Martinez

Sean Bean .............................Mitch Henderson
Kate Mara................................. Beth Johanssen
Sebastian Stan ................................. Chris Beck
Aksel Hennie ....................................Alex Vogel
Chiwetel Ejiofor ....................... Vincent Kapoor
Benedict Wong ...................................Bruce Ng
Mackenzie Davis ............................. Mindy Park
Donald Glover ............................... Rich Purnell
Nick Mohammed ........................... Tim Grimes
Shu Chen ...............................................Zhu Tao
Eddy Ko ..............................................Guo Ming
Enzo Cilenti .................................Mike Watkins
Jonathan Aris ............................Brendan Hatch

DIRECTOR FILMOGRAPHY

• House of Gucci (2021)
• The Last Duel (2021)
• All the Money in the World (2017)
• Alien: Covenant (2017)
• The Martian (2015)
• Exodus: Gods and Kings (2014)
• The Counselor (2013)
• Prometheus (2012)
• Robin Hood (2010)
• Body of Lies (2008)
• American Gangster (2007)
• A Good Year (2006)
• Kingdom of Heaven (2005)
• Matchstick Men (2003)
• Black Hawk Down (2002)
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• Hannibal (2001)
• Gladiator (2000)
• G.I. Jane (1997)
• White Squall (1996)
• 1492: The Conquest of Paradise (1992)
• Thelma & Louise (1991)
• Black Rain (1989)
• Someone to Watch Over Me (1987)
• Legend (1986)
• Blade Runner (1982)
• Alien (1979)
• The Duellists (1977)
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